RANGERS LEAD THE WAY

FROM THE CO’s TENT

By Linc German, President
USARA
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Rangers, the holidays are

over and we are looking
forward to 2010, but year end
2009 brought sad news to the
Ranger community. Two dis-
tinguished Rangers, both MOH
recipients, passed on to the
Great Ranger in the Sky. On
23 December COL (Ret.) Bob
Howard died and on 14 NOV
we lost COL (Ret.) Lew Millett.
More on these noteworthy
Rangers below.

In other news, welcome Mike
Ranger as the EXEC VP and
Rafe Delli-Bovi as new West-
ern Region Director. All other
current Board members run-
ning were re-elected. All are
cited with contact data in this
Ranger Register and also at
our www.ranger.org Website.
The Board approved other of
my appointments to key posi-
tions that are cited herein too.
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THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
RANGER ASSOCIATION, INC. DEDICATED TO THE IDEALS AND
PRINCIPLES OF THE AMERICAN MILITARY RANGER.

The Las Vegas Muster was a
success due to Craig Vanek
and many of his family who
showed up as Workers also.
Special was the Banquet
Speaker’s remarks about this
Year 2009, being the second
year of the NCO. CSM
Ranger Mike Hall came from
Kabul, Afghanistan to attend
and brought along his lovely
wife for the few days Ranger
GEN McChrystal gave him as
agreed, when Mike was re-
called to Active Duty to be
that CG’s CSM, TOP NCO in-
Country. Mike’s presentation
is on the Website. This
Ranger has been out of uni-
form so long | did not realize
just how much the Army NCO
Corps has grown in profes-
sionalism and the actual
command role CSM’'s now
taking on, being charged with
taking care of Soldiers. So
old Rangers, read his pitch.
No wonder the GEN asked
for Mike’s return, a super
Ranger. Another surprise
was the dropping into the
Hospitality Suite of Randy
Brumit whose twin sons are
servin% in Afghanistan one
with 7" SFGA, the other with
1/75™ Rgr Bn. Dad’s headed
there also. Randy dropped off
a few CD’s his wife Terri
made singing her self-
composed CW song honoring
all US SOF. It is titled “Warri-
ors in the Night” and may be
found at www.terribrumit.com.

Terri is writing several songs to
go into a SOF album with one
song dedicated to and about
Rangers. We raffled the CDs off
to attendees, and speaking of
the Raffle: Winners were Ed
Mitchell of MD, the Judge re-
volver; Al Lopez of CA the MK-II
Ranger Dagger, and Walt
Dedent, OH, the laser lllumina-
tor.

The Muster's dinner cruise on
Lake Mead and the trip to Nellis
AFB were special events en-

joyed by all. Rangers were es-

pecially pumped and impressed
being briefed by a Female
USAF Parachutist and Aviator
about one of the USAFSOF

Pave Hawk helicopters. Her

Bird!
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The Treasurer’s report is cited
elsewhere but be assured we
lost zero dollars in the eco-
nomic downturn, in fact contin-
ued to make interest income.
The Board approved Bob'’s re-
port and also Craig Vanek’'s
Marketing report that did not
do as well. Folks are not
spending money on Ranger
stuff from our Store these
days. The downturn also had
an impact on fewer than ex-
pected coming to the Fla-
mingo. Hoping our 2010 Mus-
ter scheduled for 14-19 SEP in
San Antonio, at the River Walk
Crowne Plaza will be better at-
tended. Karl Monger is leading
that ARM’'s Planning Team
and the Hotel Reservation
INFO is on www.ranger.org.
Early Rangers get the limited
rooms reserved. I'm Booked
already! The Board also ap-
proved the 2011 ARM location
as Savannah, GA for you long
range planners.

Note that 2010 is Year Sixty
for the Ranger Dept/Training
Brigade. We are thinking about
a Mini-Muster at Ft. Benning if
the RTB is doing anything
special of interest to our mem-
bership...stay tuned.

A few ADMIN amendments
were approved to the Bylaws
and for the first time the By-
laws are available on the
Website, as are the new
Ranger Hall of Fame Bylaws
and Len Boulas’ latest USARA
Nominations SOP, also Board
approved. Frank Casey, our
RHOF Committee Chairman
seeks your nominations and
Len seeks your inputs for next

year's elections. The RHOF
nominations need specific
details as cited in the RHOF
Bylaws; read and heed.

We have contracted with
Constant ~ Communications
(CC) in hopes to improve our
communicating via the Inter-
net with those members hav-
ing good Email addresses on
file. The latter is a real prob-
lem as many forget to let us
know when those change or
move. That's why many of
you have been getting mail
and phone calls to correct
bad addresses. The first CC
messages will be coming
soon and infrequently to not
bore or bother you with junk
mail. We will also provide
both Opt-In and a method,
once in, to Opt-Out. We hope
you stick with us as we get
better at it. Also, something
new at the Website. A new
Membership Application is
there by Hal Marshall's tal-
ents that has a Credit Card
method of renewing, signing
on or just plain donating. This
will also be available for other
association events, such as
the next Muster Registration.
Mike Ranger leads the CC ef-
fort with Hal as Backup.

There’s a new term in the
Regiment, (RASP) for
Ranger Assessment and Se-
lection Program. This re-
places (RIP) Ranger Indoctri-
nation Program. “Selection” is
a term in long use by the UK
SAS, where Charley
Beckwith was a US LNO at
one point. He adopted that
for modern SFOD-Delta us-

age at that unit’s formation, with
the methods used, also of UK
SAS origin. A side detail. Also
from the past, the Board has
approved bringing back our As-
sociate Membership status that
was dropped a few years back.
There’s something also happen-
ing in Indiana. The 38" ID
(USANG) is submitting for the
establishment of a new USARA
Ranger Base. COL Ivan Denton
USARA Member and DIV Bri-
gade CMDR is leading the
charge. This evolves from Fred
Spaulding’s efforts recruiting Di-
vision Rangers from the Long
Ranger Surveillance Company
(LRSC) that spread throughout
that BDE. If this effort comes
through, it will be a first for any
NG Division. Look forward to
welcoming them; the Base has
yet to be named.

Wishing the best to you and
yours in 2010 and thanks for all
you do for Rangers, their fami-
lies and our association. Keep
our Troops out of harm's way
super Ranger in the sky.

Rangers Lead the Way.

Linc German, President
USARA

Warning Order: ARM 2010

The Annual Ranger Muster 2010 is
coming to the River Walk Crowne
Plaza Hotel, San Antonio, TX 14-19
SEP 2010. Further information will be
posted on www.ranger.org and in the
Ranger Register as soon as the
schedule is finalized. Rangers should
make their Hotel Reservations ASAP
to insure limited rooms set aside for
Rangers at preferred prices
($99.00/day vs $117) are available.
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RANGER COL ROBERT
HOWARD PASSES
AWAY

rmy Ranger, COL (Ret))

Robert L. Howard, one of
America's most decorated soldiers,
died on 23 DEC in Waco, Texas. He
was 70. Ranger Howard died of
pancreatic cancer and isto be buried
in Arlington Nationa Cemetery.
Details are pending.

COL Howard served five tours in
Vietnam and is the only soldier in
our nation's history to be nominated
for the Medal of Honor three times
for three separate actionswithin a
thirteen month period. Although it
can only be awarded once to an in-
dividua, men who served with him
said he deserved al three. He re-
ceived a direct appointment from
Master Sergeant to 1st Lieutenant in
1969, and was awarded the Medal of
Honor by President Richard M.
Nixon at the White House in 1971.
His other awards for valor include
the Distinguished Service Cross -
our nation's second highest award,
the Silver Star - the third highest
award, and numerous lesser decora-
tions including eight Purple
Hearts. He received his decorations
for valor for actions while serving as
an NCO (Sergeant First Class).

Bob Howard grew up in Opelika,
Alabama and enlisted in the U.S.
Army in 1956 at age seventeen. He
retired as a full Colonel in 1992 af-
ter 36 years service. During Viet-
nam, he served in the U.S. Army
Special Forces and spent most of his
five tours with MACV-SOG (Mili-
tary Assistance Command Vietnam
Studies and Observations Group)
also known as Special Operations
Group, which ran classified cross-
border operations into Laos, Cam-
bodia, and North Vietnam. It was
for his actions while serving on a
mission to rescue a fellow soldier in
Cambodia, that he was submitted for

the Medal of Honor the third time
for his extraordinary heroism.
COL Howard is said to be our na-
tion's most decorated soldier from
the Vietham War. He was the last
Vietnam Special Forces Meda of
Honor recipient still on active duty
when he retired on Sept. 29, 1992
His story is told in John Plaster's
book, SOG The Secret Wars of
Americas Commandos in Viet-
nam.

Howard's military assignments in-

o
p

clude duty with the 82d and 101st
Airborne Divisions; 2d Ranger Bat-
talion; 3d, 5th, and 6th, Specia
Forces Group; 5th Infantry Divi-
sion; 7th Corps, XVIII Airborne
Corps. He served in the Eighth
United States Army and Combined
Forces Command. Servicein Viet-
nam included serving with 1/327th
Airborne Infantry, 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, 5th Spe-
cial Forces Group, and MACV
SOG. Colonel Howard commanded
a Reconnaissance  Company,
MACV SOG in Vietham, a sepa-
rate Ranger Company at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia, two Ranger Compa-
nies while assigned to the 2d
Ranger Battalion. He was the Post
Commander of Kelly Barracks,
Stuttgart, Germany, Executive Of-
ficer of the 2d Ranger Battalion,
and the Mountain Ranger Camp.
His military instructor duties in-

clude Airborne, Ranger, and Path-
finder at the Infantry School, Tactics at
the Command and General Staff Col-
lege, Specia Operations and Special
Forces at the Special Warfare Center.
Staff assignments have included duty
with AC of S, G3, XVIII, Airborne
Corps, C3, J3, G3, Combined Forces
Command/Eighth United States Army,
Korea Military training includes the
Basic and Advanced Infantry Courses
at the Infantry School; Special Forces
Enlisted and Officer Courses at the
Special Warfare Center and School;
Command and General Staff College
at Fort Leavenworth, and the Nationa
War College in Washington, D.C.

COL Howard was a distinguished
honor graduate of the Ranger Course,
Pathfinder Course, and Parachute Rig-
ger School. He received the Out-
standing Infantryman's Trophy as Out-
standing Infantry Officer of Class
1979-1980 at the Command and Gen-
eral Staff College. He graduated from
the National War College, Class 1987-
1988.

His military service also contributed to
exceptional civilian recognition for
service to his nation. He received the
Outstanding Young Man of America
award 1970; nominated as one of ten
Outstanding Young Men in Americain
1971 and 1972; inducted into Military
Hall of Fame, Hoover Institute, Stan-
ford University in 1980, inducted into
Military Hall of Fame, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, State of Alabama in
1973; Promoted to Colonel for Life,
Alabama State Militia, State of Ala-
bamain 1976.

COL Howard was a Life Member of

the USARA and was inducted into the
Ranger Hall of Fame in 2005. After
retirement from military service in
1992, COL Howard was employed by
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
He retired in January 2006 after 52
years of government service.
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COL LEW MILLET DIES
AT 88

Korean War Meda of Honor Re-
cipient, COL (Ret.) Lewis L.
Millett passed away on 14 NOV
2009. Ranger Millett,

Army where he served with the 1st
Armored Division. After serving in
various positions and attaining the
rank of sergeant, Millett received a
battlefield commission. Following
WWII, Millett joined the 103rd In-
fantry, Maine National Guard. He
served with the 103rd for four years
before joining the 27th Infantry
Regiment "Wolfhounds" in Japan.

As a member of the Wolfhound
Regiment, Millett deployed to Korea
where he served with valor and dis-
tinction. While serving as com-
mander of Easy Company he led the
bayonet charge against heavily forti-
fied enemy positions that earned him
our nation's highest military award,
the Medal of Honor. A captain at
the time, Millet was leading his
company in an attack against a

bayoneting the enemy, while urging
his men forward by shouting encour-
agement, according to his Medal of
Honor citation. "Despite vicious op-
posing fire, the whirlwind hand-to-
hand assault carried to the crest of
the hill," the citation states. "His
dauntless leadership and personal
courage so inspired his men that they
stormed into the hostile position and
used their bayonets with such lethal
effect that the enemy fled in wild dis-
order." Easy Company killed forty-
seven while another sixty had report-
edly been wounded and evacuated
off the hill during the battle. Of the
dead, eighteen died of bayonet
wounds. During the attack, Millett
was wounded by grenade fragments
but refused evacuation until the ob-
jective was firmly secured.

88, died at the Veterans
Affairs Medica Center
in Loma Linda, Calif. of
congestive heart failure
and was buried on 5
DEC 2009 at the River-
side, CA  Nationd
Cemetery. COL Millett
received the Meda of
Honor during the Ko-
rean War for his actions
of 7 FEB 1951 when he
led Company E, 27th In-
fantry, 25th Infantry Di-
vison in a bayonet
charge up Hill 180 near
Soam-Ni, Korea. This

Following Captain Millett's
service in Korea, he was as-
signed to the Continenta
Army command as Aide de
Camp and then as Training
and Operations Officer for
the Military Advisor Group.
In 1956, Millett attended the
Infantry Officers Advanced
Course and Ranger School
as a Mgor. Fallowing his
stay at Fort Benning he was
assigned to the 101st Air-
borne Division where he
founded the 101% Airborne
Division Recondo School.
Millett became heavily in-
volved in the Specia Op-

was the last magor
American bayonet
charge.

Ranger Millett was

born on 15 DEC 1920 in Mechanic
Fals, Maine. He joined the National
Guard at the age of seventeen with
the 101st field Artillery Massachu-
setts National Guard. In 1940, PFC
Millett enlisted in the Army Air
Corps serving as an air gunner. After
two years, he joined the Canadian
Army. In 1942, Millett enlisted in the

Painting of Capt. Lew Millett leading the bayonet charge up Hill
180 in Korea, February 1951, that won him the Medal of Honor.
Painting hangs in the UN Command Officers Mess in Seoul.

strongly held position when he no-
ticed that a platoon was pinned down
by small-arms, automatic, and anti-
tank fire. Millett placed himself at
the head of two other platoons, or-
dered fixed bayonets, and led an as-
sault up the fire-swept hill. In the
fierce charge, Millett bayoneted two
enemy soldiers and continued on,
throwing grenades, clubbing and

erations community follow-
ing his service with the
101st. He helped establish
the Vietnamese Ranger
School and the Commando
training program in Laos. He also
founded the Royal Thai Army
Ranger School with help of the 46th
Special Forces Company. Thisunitis
reportedly the only one in the U.S.
Army to ever simultaneously be des-
ignated as both Ranger and Specia
Forces.
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Colond Millett retired in 1973 after
serving as the Deputy Commander of
the 2nd Corps.

Colonel Millett's awards include the
Medal of Honor, Digtinguished Ser-
vice Cross, Silver Star, Legion of
Merit (with 2 oak leaf clusters), Air
Medal (with numeral 2), Purple
Heart (with 3 oak leaf clusters),
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry and
Vietnam Campaign Ribbon among
others.

After his retirement, he remained ac-
tive in both national and local veter-
ans groups from his ldyllwild, Calif.,
home. His son, SSG John Morton
Millett, was a member of the 101st
Airborne Division returning from
duty in the Sinai Dec. 12, 1985,
when a charter plane crashed upon
takeoff after stopping at Gander,
Newfoundland. He was one of 256
Soldierskilled in the crash.

A SOLDIER’'S
PRAYER

by
COL (Ret.) Lewis L. Millett

I've fought when others feared to
serve.

I've gone where many failed to go.
I've lost friends in war and strife, who
valued duty over the love of life.
I've shared the comradeship of pain
I've searched these lands for men
that we've lost.

I've sons who've served our land of
liberty who'd fight to see that other
lands are free.

I've seen the weak forsake humanity.
I've heard fakers praise our enemy.
I've seen challenged men stand ever
bolder.

I've seen the duty, the honor, the
sacrifice of the soldier.

Now, | understand the meaning of all
lives,

The lives of comrades of not so long
ago.

So to you who answered duties siren
call, may
God bless you my son, may God
bless you all.

Lew Millett wrote the above poem in
memory of soldiers who have made
the ultimate sacrifice, especialy his
youngest son, SSG John Morton Mil-
lett, and the 347 people who were
killed returning from a peacekeeping
mission in the Sinai.

Hawaii Medal of Honor
Given to Son of Ranger

Excerpt from article by Curtis Lum - Honolulu
Advertiser
Sunday, 20 DEC 2009

v

Jase Brostrom proudly wears a pin on
his shirt that bears a picture of himself
and his father following his dad’s
graduation from Army Ranger School.
On December 19, 2009, the 7-year-old
first-grader was presented another

award that he said he will cherish for as
long as he lives. Jase was given the Ha-
waii Medal of Honor by Gov. Linda
Lingle in honor of his father, 1" Lt. Jona-
thon Brostrom, who was Killed in Af-
ghanistan last year. “I'm happy to be
getting the award,” Jase said. “l miss
him.”

Brostrom, a University of Hawaii ROTC
graduate, died on July 13, 2008, in a
firefight in Wanat, Afghanistan. The 24-
year-old ‘Aiea resident was pinned
down by machine gun fire and rocket-
propelled grenades as he attempted to
help reinforce an observation post that
was being hit hard by enemy fire. Bros-
trom was posthumously presented the
Silver Star, the third-highest military
award for valor, and in March the state
honored him by presenting his family
with the Hawaii Medal of Honor. But
because Jase lives in Utah with his
mother, he was unable to attend the
ceremony. Yesterday, however, Gover-
nor Lingle, Maj. General Robert Lee,
and the state Legislature held a special
ceremony in the governor’s office and
presented Jase with the state’s Medal of
Honor.

“They’'re saying that they all agreed
that your father will be forever remem-
bered,” Lingle told the boy. Jase
thanked the governor and had a gift of
his own to present to Lingle. After
struggling to pull a box from his pocket,
he gave Lingle a silver bracelet that's
identical to one he wears that is en-
graved with his father’s name, unit and
date of death. “This is from my dad,”
he said to Lingle. “Thanks for having
us.” After the ceremony, Jase said he
wears the pin and the bracelet because
they have special meaning to him. “I
remember him as a hero,” Jase said.
“I've been wearing it for a long time
because it reminds me of my dad.”

David Brostrom, Jase’s grandfather, said
his family appreciates the effort the
state made to honor his son and grand-
son. “It's something that he’ll remember
for the rest of his life. It's a great Christ-
mas present,” Brostrom said. “This is all
part of the healing process. The support
we've gotten from the state of Hawaii
has just been absolutely fabulous.” He
said he also believes that Jase is han-
dling the death of his father well. If Jase
is anything like his dad, David Brostrom
said, he will “become a great man.”
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The Rangers of 1% Battalion,
75" Ranger Regiment

Invite you to attend a
Memorial Ceremony
On January 14, 2010 at 2 O'clock p.m.

This Memorial Service will honor the memory of
Staff Sergeant Jason S. Dahlke
Sergeant Roberto D. Sanchez

Private First Class Eric W. Hario

The Memorial Ceremony will be held at the
1% Ranger Battalion Memorial,
(Behind Building Number 405)

248 Stephen Douglas Street,
Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia

R.S.V.P. to Mrs. Shelia Dudley,
Email: dudleys@soc.mil or Shelia.Dudley@us.army.mil
Or
(912)315-5608 or (912)414-5437

Uniform is Class A/Civilian Business Casual
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3/75 Ranger Receives
Silver Star

Via 75th Ranger Regiment Public Affairs
19 November, 2009 09:08:00
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FORT BENNING, GA — A 75th
Ranger Regiment Soldier was

awarded a Silver Star medal during a
ceremony on Nov. 24 at the Ranger
Memorial. Staff Sgt. Michael E. Nor-
ton was awarded the Silver Star
medal for extraordinary heroism dur-
ing an assault on a heavily armed
fighter camp in the mountains of Af-
ghanistan Aug. 4 and 5, 2009.

Ambushed at close range, Norton
ordered his squad to break contact.
At great risk to his own life, he then
braved multiple rocket-propelled gre-
nades and withering machine gun
fire and returned to recover two of
his Rangers who lay unconscious in
the beaten zone of enemy fire, sav-
ing their lives. He then rallied his
squad and continued the attack,
eliminating two more enemy com-
batants in the course of the mission.
His actions saved the lives of his
squad and resulted in the destruction
of an enemy headquarters camp.

Norton, 27, serves with 3rd Battalion,
75th Rgr. Regiment, and has been a
Ranger for five years. He has de-
ployed five times in support of the
war on terror. The Silver Star is the
Army’s third highest award for com-
bat valor and is awarded for gallantry
in action against an enemy of the
United States during military opera-
tions involving conflict with an oppos-
ing foreign force. Lt. Gen. John Mul-
holland, commander of U.S. Army

Special Operations Command at Fort
Bragg, N.C., presided over the
ceremony and presented the award.

TwoO 3RD GROUP SOL -
DIERS RECEIVE SILVER

STARS

USASOC News Service
By Cpl. Katryn McCa ment
50th PAD

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Hundreds of
Soldiers from the 3rd Special Forces
Group (Airborne) gathered before the
Thanksgiving holiday to recognize
the valor and sacrifice of 40 of their
own during a valor award ceremony
in the John F. Kennedy auditorium.
Staff Sgt. Linsey Clarke, who serves
as a medica sergeant, for Opera-
tional  Detachment-Alpha 3123,
Company B, 1st Battalion, 3rd Spe-
ciad Forces Group (Airborne) and
Master Sgt. Anthony Siriwardene, an
operations sergeant of Operational
Detachment Alpha 3236, Co. C, 2nd
Bn., 3rd SFG were each awarded the
Silver Star for acts of valor during
battles in Afghanistan. The crowd of
Soldiers, Family members and
friends stood as Lt. Gen. John F.
Mulholland Jr., commander of the
U.S. Army Special Operations
Command, pinned the medals on
their uniforms. “Strength and honor
was the motto given to Task Force
Dagger,” said Mulholland. Strength
and honor is exactly what you heard
exemplified here today in the combat
actions of our Silver Star recipients.”

A Daily Patrol

The sky was clear. The air had a bite
to it, but for Afghanistan it was a
beautiful day, said Clarke. It was
February 20, 2009. Clarke was the
driver of one of four vehicles con-
ducting a joint operations patrol with
members of the Afghan National
Army, Afghan National Police and
Czech Special Operation Forces in
Khordi, a village in southern Af-
ghanistan.

FALL/WINTER 2009

SSG Linsey Clarke
The third vehicle in the convoy was
struck by an improvised explosive
device and the lead vehicle was en-
gaged by rocket propelled grenades.
Each vehicle was taking small arms
fire from both the east and west as

the patrol was being ambushed.
Clarke immediately backed up his
vehicle to assist those who had been
struck by the roadside bomb. He
dismounted and ran through a volley
of fire to discover three of the men
inside had been killed instantly. The
two remaining teammates were alive,
but both were badly wounded.

Clarke found Staff Sgt. Eric Engle-
hardt first. Both hislegs were broken
and he was bleeding heavily, so
Clarke quickly and calmly applied a
tourniquet to his right leg and
dragged him from the burning vehi-
cle. With no cover, and enemy fire
on both sides, Clarke returned to the
destroyed vehicle and found Master
Sgt. David Hurt. He again dragged
his comrade to safety. With the
teams other medic now tending to the
wounded, Clarke volunteered to stay
in the firefight to secure the remains
of the fallen Soldiers. Today, even
with a Silver Star pinned to his chest,
Clarke doesn't believe he is a hero.
“It's something any one of those
guys would've done for me. There
wasn't a second thought,” he said.

Volume XV I, Number 3/4

Page 7



RANGER REGISTER

FALL/WINTER 2009

MSG Siriwardene

Siriwardene directsthe fight

In August, four years earlier, MSG
Siriwardene and his teammates bat-
tled for 56 hours through seven en-
emy engagements in Zabol Province,
Afghanistan. Working alongside the
Afghan Nationa Army, Siriwar-
dene’'s team came under heavy en-
emy fire while on patrol in the Buka
Ghar Vadley, an insurgent strong-
hold. During the second engagement,
Siriwardene repeatedly |eft the safety
of his vehicle to reposition an ele-
ment of ANA soldiers, said Capt.
Blayne Smith, Siriwardene’s team
leader.

“The enemy forces would have taken
advantage of the ANA element and
would have destroyed their unit if
Master Sgt. Siriwardene had not di-
rected them in the right positions,”
said Smith. As the battle raged on,
the insurgents caled for reinforce-
ments and regrouped into better-
trained, stronger units in order to at-
tack again. The sixth engagement
found the team taking extraordinary
volumes of machine gun fire and a
vicious ondaught of rocket propelled
grenades. Siriwardene again risked
his life by sprinting to the last truck
which was taking the brunt of the at-
tack. Asthe turret burst into flames,
Siriwardene pulled the gunner to
safety and then using the cover of a
vehicle began to gather up ANA sol-
diers who had been pinned down by
enemy fire. The following morning,

Siriwarden€e's team was joined by a
Quick Reaction Force eement and
after the fiercest of the seven battles,
was able crush the enemy forces.
“We had pinpointed and fixed the
enemy,” said Siriwardene. “Now, we
basically controlled the tempo of the
battle” When the fighting was over,
the team was able to confirm 65 en-
emy kills.

Like Clarke, Siriwardene doesn’'t be-
lieve he did anything to deserve rec-
ognition over histeammates.

“The way the guys in the detachment
performed — it was amazing,” he
said. “Thisiswhat we do.”

These awards show the level of dedi-
cation these Soldiers have to the
team and to the mission, said Capt.
Adam Paxton, Clarke's team leader.
“It's not without sacrifice. It's not
without loss. But, victory is the end
state achieved by these men,” said
Mulholland. Along with the two Sil-
ver Stars, Mulholland presented nine
Bronze Stars with valor devices, six
Purple Hearts, and 25 Army Com-
mendation Medals with valor de-
vices, al to brave 3rd Special Forces
Group Soldiers.

Editor's note: Does anyone know if
these two exemplary NCOs are Rangers?
If not, they should be.

CSM Méellinger Writes
By
Jeff Mellinger
December 2009

To the troops in the field: We
know you are there and we appre-
ciate your performing your duty in
such a magnificent manner.

When | awoke on a Saturday morn-
ing at PT time (0430), and looked at
my surroundings, the worst winter
storm in DC for a number of years
had arrived in force. Snow, and lots
of it. Roads were closed, planes
were grounded, and people were
huddled comfortably inside their
homes or foolishly out trying to learn
how to drive in snow.

Rather than roll over, | put some
warm clothes on, leashed the dogs,
and out we went for some exercise
and introspection. As | walked, | was
trying to imagine being in those win-
ter camps and fights so long ago.

| thought of Washington's Christmas
raid at Trenton, and his last, lonely
winter camp. | thought of the sol-
diers at Fort Niagara. | thought of the
bitter cold of the Argonne, the Huert-
gen Forest and Bastogne, the Aleu-
tians, the Chosin Reservoir, the Sava
River, and Tora Bora. As | thought
of those heroes of our past, those
legendary Soldiers, Marines, Sailors
and Airmen that we regularly honor
and pay tribute to, | thought of those
quiet professionals in current fights
that we don't speak of often enough.

Look around on any forward operat-
ing base or outpost in Afghanistan,
the Philippines or Irag. Watch the
Soldiers passing through our airports
coming home on or returning from
R&R. Listen to speeches during a
deployment or redeployment cere-
mony. Stand silently and render
honors to one of our fallen (some-
thing which is hardly more sincere
than on Disney Road and at that air-
field!).

Modern American heroes (not our
over-indulged athletes or actors) are
hardly given their due. They walked
or still pass quietly among us, never
seeking acknowledgement or fame,
but simply doing their duty as they
have sworn oaths to do. We already
know some of their names:

Smith, Murphy, Monsoor, Dunham,
McGinnis  (Medal of  Honor);
Hollenbaugh, Cooper, Nein, Sanford,
Coffman  (Distinguished  Service
Cross); Hester, Birch, Roundtree,
Kandarian, LaFrenz (Silver Star);
Kopp, Shumney, Kuban, Deleon,
Gentry (Bronze Star for Valor);
Biggs, Carbone, Turecheck, Rush-
ing, Berwald (Army Commendation
for Valor). And, | submit, for every
warrior we acknowledge in a cere-
mony, there are a hundred or a thou-
sand more who are never acknowl-
edged for the difference they make
every day.
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So as | finished my peaceful walk in
the snow, | thought of the Soldiers,
Marines, Airmen and Sailors that are
carrying the fight away from home so
that | could have this walk in peace,
and | am forever grateful. | thought
of those in MRAPs slowly searching
roadways for hidden dangers, others
working with local police to secure a
village, and yet others moving quietly
and quickly to eliminate or capture a
hidden enemy, and | am filled with
pride.

Wherever you are, and whatever you
do or did to continue to guarantee
my safety and freedom, | thank each
of you in, headed to, returning from,
or supporting the fight. You are my
heroes, and | thank you.

British NCO
Earns Ranger
Tab

By Kristin Molinaro, The Bayonet
18 DEC 2009

top NCO for 2nd
Battalion, 11th Infantry Regiment, pins the
Ranger tab on the uniform of British Sgt.
Maj. Alan Bissett, upon graduation from

CSM Angel Ortiz,

the U.S. Army Ranger School.
Molinaro photo)

FORT BENNING, Ga. - A senior
NCO is setting the example for
NCOs and students with B Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry
Regiment (Infantry Basic Officer
Leadership Course). British Sgt.
Mgj. Alan Bissett, B Company's first
sergeant, graduated Friday from the
U.S. Army Ranger School. "It's
leading by example" Bissett said.
"I've got young NCOs and lieuten-
ants who aspire to do this, and | am

(Kristin

now in a position to answer any
questions they may  have"

Bissett is one of three British soldiers
serving in an exchange program at
Fort Benning, said British army Lt.
Col. Pat Tracy, the British liaison of-
ficer for Fort Benning and Fort
Knox. An officer serves as an in-
structor at the Maneuver Captain's
Career Course and an NCO serves
with the 75th Ranger Regiment.

"We send people to America for
these jobs and they are very carefully
chosen, no surprises," Tracy said.
"But it has surprised me how dedi-
cated (Bissett) is. He never gives up
and it's a good mark of the man."
Bissett, 44, may be one of the oldest
students to graduate from the school,
but his age didn't concern him. "I
didn't feel it. | prepared for it physi-
caly," Bissett said. "l wasn't going to
use that as a reason to quit." Bissett
said the weather was an unexpected
challenge.

"It is similar to courses I've taken in
the British army, though they don't
focus as much on the lack of deep
and lack of food," he said. "It's not so
much the course, but the weather that
is challenging. It has its moments but
we are al in the same boat." Bissett
said he feels the camaraderie among
Rangers that comes with earning the
Ranger tab. "It'sagood link we have
with the American Army. Next year,
| am off to Afghanistan, Helmand
Province, and if in some godforsaken
place | run into an American with a
Ranger tab, it will be another forged
link," he said.

CSM Angel Ortiz, the senior NCO
for 2nd Bn., 11th Inf. Regt., said Bis-
sett has set the bar for future NCOs.
"He's got a great operational back-
ground throughout the world," said
LTC Scott Halstead, commander of
the 11th Inf. Regt. "The British army
is very good at counterinsurgency,
and he's brought those lessons
learned to our cadre and students.”

Bissett, a 23-year v